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The 9th AfrEA conference will be held from 11th to the 15th of March,
2019 and will be co-hosted with the Réseau Ivoirien de Suivi et
d'Evaluation (RISE), the African Development Bank and the
Government of Cote D’Ivoire.
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In this month’s ReportAge we provide an
update of what AfrEA VOPE’s have been
up to on the continent since April.

Mali VOPE plans SDG conference
The Association for the Promotion of Evaluation in Mali (APEM) undertook various
initiatives in April, May and June, including regular workshops. Below is a summary of
some of the work they have undertaken.
•
•

A feedback session about APEM’s participation in the
validation workshop
An information meeting for the Sustainable
Development (SDGs) led by Mamadou N’Daw, from the
UNDP Addis office

In May, as part of the preparations for the SDG Conference
to inform and raise awareness, APEM organised a series of
meetings and exchanges with partners.

Terms of reference developed for training in partnership
with UNICEF
In collaboration with UNICEF and CT/PRSP and in accordance
with its 2018 action plan, APEM has developed the terms of
reference for:

•
•
•
•

Training of programme managers in results-based
budgeting
Training of local elected officials on the evaluation of the
performance of local authorities
Training of the elected representatives of the national
assembly of Mali in public policy evaluation
Both partners will now follow up on the implementation
of these activities

As part of strengthening its partnerships, APEM has held a
series of meetings to plan and organise a number of
activities, following its annual programme for 2018.
The following APEM directorates met to discuss APEM
priorities:
• The directorate-general for Budget
• The directorate-general for development planning
• The TOKTEN UNDP-Mali programme
Various workshops were held in April including:
• A national validation workshop of the quarterly
performance monitoring report organised by the DG of
Budget at the AI Farouk hotel in Bamako. This workshop
was part of the implementation of the programme
budget in Mali

APEM, in collaboration with the DELTA C Institute, has
hosted a panel discussion on development evaluation
issues involving future generations, mainly students. The
aim was for students and evaluation professionals to table
ideas that could help future evaluators integrate into the
professional environment.
May was also marked by three meetings to prepare and
validate the Terms of Reference for the SDG conference,
which will be organised in collaboration with the Training
Centre for Development’s (CDF) and the CT/PRSP.
In the first week of June, APEM initiated meetings with the
NGO Sahel 21 to finalise the preparations for the trip to
Kolokani, regarding a participatory evaluation at community
level in Mali.
A workshop was also held on the SDGs at the CDF
Conference Room. It was facilitated by the CT/PRSP
coordinator, Mahamadou Zibo Maïga.
This workshop was attended by more than one hundred
people. Among them were representatives of the planning
units of the ministerial departments, representatives of the
technical directorates (budget and planning), representatives
of civil society, youth associations and court of auditors.

ReBSEv finalises 2018-2020
strategic plan in Benin
The Benin Monitoring and Evaluation
Network (ReBSEv) organised several
activities from March to June 2018.
•

A working session on 27 April, 2018 between
the ReBSEv Bureau and the committee
responsible for finalising the VOPE’s strategic
plan. During the general assembly of ReBSEv in
2016, it decided to develop a strategic plan for
2018-2020. The draft of this plan was validated
within a committee set up by the General
Assembly. Arrangements are underway for its
validation

•

The organisation of ordinary and extraordinary
meetings between the Bureau and the
committee for the organisation of the General
Assembly of the network

•

Updating texts of the statutes and internal
regulations of the network. The office has
appointed a lawyer to update the documents
that are no longer current

•

Resource mobilisation. The network took
advantage of a session held on June 2, 2018 to
mobilise internal resources from its members
that are not up to date with their fees and from
new members

•

ReBSEv members met for an exchange workshop on a new
methodological guide adopted by Benin’s Council of Ministers

Presentation of recommendations of the Council of Ministers
on the uses of the methodological evaluation guide

An exchange workshop on the new
methodological guide of the evaluation
adopted by the Council of Ministers on 2 May,,
2018. The office organised a workshop on
sharing the contents of the guide on 2 June,
2018. It will also share the recommendations by
the Council of Ministers on the implementation
of the methodological guide

Staff of the of Evaluation of Public Policies Office,
and the Government Action Analysis (BEPPAAG)

SenEval awards best posters
and articles at youth event
The Senegalese VOPE SenEval continues to promote the work of emerging
evaluators in many of its outreaches and projects. Here are some of the
highlights since April.
A workshop on the theme The Theory of Change, a tool for
improving the programming and evaluability of policies and
programmes took place from 12-13 April
This two-day session was held at UNICEF’s headquarters and
was attended by 30 professionals from strategic ministries,
NGOs and civil societies. The session was facilitated by
Nathalie Manga Badji and Pope Said Coly.
Closing of Structured EE Capacity Building Programme/
Award Ceremony for the winners of the mini-article writing
and poster-making competition, 28 April
SenEval Emerging Evaluators Thematic Group had closed the
Structured Emerging Evaluators Capacity Building Program at
WARC funded by EvalPartners (P2P), UNICEF and CLEARCESAG. This occasion was also used to award prizes to the
winners of the mini-articles writing and posters-making
competition. The ceremony was reported in various media
outlets. Read more here:
http://www.lerufisquois.info/?p=29339
SenEval Ordinary General Meeting, 5 May
SenEval’s GM took place at ACI-Baobab. It was attended by
about 30 participants.
Working session on Child and Youth Evaluation Thematic
Group (GT-EEJ), 18 May
SenEval Child and Youth Evaluation Thematic Group held a
meeting with M&E managers of the various organisations in
the field of children at Save the Children’s headquarters.
This meeting was part of the efforts of an inventory of
evaluation, research and investigation work on children and
youth and looked at the next steps to develop training
programmes. The training will be done in collaboration with
the Center CLEAR Francophone Africa in the coming
months.

Monthly Meeting of the Coordinating Committee, June 2
The SenEval Coordinating Committee met to discuss the
progress report on component III of UNICEF-funded activities
and several other business.
Forum on Universal Health Coverage, June 21
SenEval is co-sponsoring the Forum on Universal Health
Coverage to be held on Thursday, 21 June. The objective is to
contribute to the debate on the evaluation of universal health
coverage in Senegal.
Planned activities
SenEval will participate in the High Level Dialogue on the
place of the Child, Adolescent and the Young at the next
phase of the Emerging Senegal Plan (PSE), 27-28 June 2018.

The VOPE will also take part in the High Level Dialogue on the
Place of the Child, Adolescent and Youth in the next phase of
the Emerging Senegal Plan (PSE) to be held from 27-28 June.

UEA holds national evaluation talks
to promote M&E in Uganda
Everyone in town is talking about evaluation but what is it? Over 180 Ugandan Evaluation
Association members, mostly students, joined the discussion in April and May.

Two national evaluation talks were held in
April and May. Since 2015, the UEA has
hosted over 50 such talks.

Working on its new strategic plan, a new vision and
motto, the Uganda Evaluation Association carried out
several capacity building events since April. These
events are driven by the VOPE’s motto “Evaluative
thinking: The key to Development results”.
In April and May, the topic discussed at the
professional talk seminar was: “The use of the Logframe
for organisation-wide Monitoring and Evaluation
systems”.
The speakers were Victor Ochaya and Charles Iga from
the M&E Office of World Vision, Uganda.
Since 2015, the UEA held over 50 Kampala Evaluation
Talks (KETs). For the first time in May this year, it was
held outside Kampala. It was thus renamed the National
Evaluation Talk (NET).
The NET’s theme was “Everyone in town is talking
about Evaluation but what is it?”
The sessions were first hosted by the GIZ Project and
later more partners offered to host NETs on a voluntary
basis.
The April talk was hosted by the Ugandan Christian
University in Kampala and the May talk was hosted by
Uganda Management Institute in Mbale, Eastern
Uganda.
Over 180 members, mostly students attended the
talks. The detailed presentation can be found on the
UEA website: www.ugandaevaluationassociation.org.
The next talk will be held in July.

Automated M&E systems – the future
The World Vision speaker talked about LEAP (Learning,
Evaluation, Accountability & Planning), the M&E
framework which was derived from the Logical framework
of a 4X4 matrix.
He demonstrated how LEAP is applicable in every part of
the world where World Vision works because it is
automated and user-friendly. It provides a planning table,
an indicator tracking table, database, columns of
transaction with codes, and promotes accountability and
achievement measurement.
Participants raised questions on the need for technical
knowhow of automated M&E systems and affordability in
under resourced organisations. Others noted that they
were familiar with similar types of tools and could now
realise the link to the logframe. In a discussion,
participants were encouraged to plan and budget for
evaluation tools to avoid shortage of resources to fund
important systems for evaluation because the LEAP is
helpful in planning and management. The automated
M&E System is deemed to be the future of development
management and measurement of achievements.
Reported by Asiimwe Joy Turyamwijuka
General Secretary, Uganda Evaluation Association

Zimbabwe Evaluation Association
strengthens capacity towards 2020
ZEA finalised its strategy to build the VOPE’s capacity. It has various initiatives up its
sleeve including the planning of an Evaluation Week in Zimbabwe.

Chenjerai Sisimayi presents a Learn and Share
event on the Role of Data Science in Evaluation

The Zimbabwe Evaluation Association seeks to be a
leading voice in enhancing its members and national
evaluation capacities.
In the past six months, ZEA has been supported by
UNICEF to develop a new strategy for the period 20182020.
ZEA has also successfully signed a PCA with UNICEF to
enable the Association to enhance its institutional
capacity. The support from UNICEF will enable ZEA to
hire a programme coordinator and assistant for a period
of one year commencing the 1 July, 2018. The PCA will
focus on in-house capacity building on finance and
administration.
The support is complemented by SNV-The Netherlands
Development Organisation, who are providing office
space, technical, administrative, and financial capacity
building to ZEA Board and Staff.
The combined supported will serve to increase ZEA’s
capacity to implement the programme and to also
recruit new members.
One of the main highlights on ZEA’s calendar is that it
is planning to host the Evaluation Week Celebrations. It
is drawing lessons from India, who recently celebrated
their evaluation week.

ZEA also conducted a Learn and Share Event on the
Role of Data Science in Evaluation. This session was
facilitated by Chenjerai Sisimayi, a former board
member of ZEA and a development evaluation
expert.
The second part of the session focused on ZEA’s
Strategic Plan (SP) 2018-2020 and the EvalPartners
Initiatives EvalYouth, EvalGender,
EvalSDGs, EvalIndigenous and the Global
Parliamentarians Forum. Roy Mutandwa, a member
of ZEA is also part of the volunteer teams working
with AfrEA to review the African Evaluation
guidelines. He was leading one of the technical
working groups and is continuing to work with AfrEA
on the next phase of the process. Feel free to reach
out to the ZEA with ideas for collaboration at the
following address: secretariat@zea.org.zw or visit our
website at: www.zea.org.zw

