ReportAGE
December 2017

Global South Evaluation

Representatives from AfrEA, the Community of Evaluators South East Asia, the Caribbean Evaluators International (CEI),
the Asia Pacific Evaluation Association and ReLAC/REDWIN participated in the Global South panel

A working group of evaluators from the Global South
gathered in Guanajuato, Mexico for the ReLACRedLACME-IDEAS Conference from 4-8 December 2017.
Sponsored by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the
Global South discussions commenced with a workshop
attended by over 20 delegates, formulating the way
forward for this critically important initiative in
development evaluation.

On Thursday, 7 December, the Global South working
group presented a panel titled Enriching evaluation
worldwide through robust South-South collaboration.
The panel was chaired by Zenda Ofir with
participation from Sonal Zaveri, Aru Rasappan, Martha
Meneses, Lenisse Baptiste and Sulley Gariba.
Download the full panel presentation here.
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The Global South evaluation working group

African networks and associations in Mexico
The IDEAS Conference created multiple opportunities
for African VOPEs and individual evaluators to share
more about network strengthening on the continent.

Kingsley Arkorful presented
Institutional Capacity Building
for VOPES in Africa: Lessons
from AfrEA’s Peer-to-Peer
Mentoring project

On Thursday 7 December Kingsley Arkorful and Madri Jansen van
Rensburg presented papers about Networks and Associations: Assessing
experience to look into the future.
Madri’s session focussed on the work of the Africa Gender and
Development Evaluators Network (AGDEN) VOPE to advance equityfocussed and gender responsive evaluation on the continent. Alexis L.
Salvador from Burkina Faso presented on what AGDEN is doing in
Francophone Africa.
Kingsley’s presentation shared some of the learnings of the peer-to-peer
mentoring project, recently undertaken by AfrEA in six African countries.
The project matches institutionally strong VOPEs with emerging
associations based on a mentoring model. VOPEs from Ghana, Zimbabwe,
Uganda, Burundi, Kenya and Tanzania participated in the project.
The VOPE peer-to-peer project played a major role in enhancing internal
communication amongst members, said Kingsley and VOPEs learnt
tremendously through role modelling and observation.

Exchange of Evaluation experiences
between Africa and Latin America

Chaired by the Director of Evaluation at the
African Development Bank, Rakesh Nangia,
Latin America and Africa exchanged
evaluation thoughts and experiences relevant
to their development contexts. On the panel
was Gonzalo Hernandez Licona, Abdoulaye
Gounnou and Timothy Lubanga

Evaluation of the Sustainable
Development Goals: transforming life
through global and regional partnerships
with an emphasis on Latin America and
the Caribbean

Reflections on deepening
M&E practice in Ghana
The Ghana Monitoring and Evaluation Forum (GMEF) held
a forum funded by UNICEF and IPA-Ghana on 2 November,
2017 in Tamale, Ghana.
The forum was titled Made in Africa Evaluation:
Reflections on Deepening M&E Practices in Ghana.
The main speakers onthe programme were Sulley Gariba,
former President of AfrEA. Sulley delivered the keynote
address and encouraged the audience to promote African
evaluation while highlighting ways to improve the
relevance and effectiveness of a project.
He added that evaluation is important for our continent
and that the concept of Made-in-Africa Evaluation seeks to
identify and develop a uniquely African approach to
evaluation.
Dede Bedu-Addo Coordinator of GMEF spoke about
Gender Dimensions of the Made in Africa (MIA) Evaluation
and outlined some advantages of Gender Analysis in Madein-Africa Evaluation.
Kingsley Arkorful, Executive Director of AfrEA presented
on The Continental Agenda and Program for Made in Africa
Evaluation. He addressed issues such as the methods,
tools, approaches, processes, contexts and personnel of
evaluation in Africa.
The conference was well-attended, participants raised a
number of concerns and there was open debate on the
issues raised.

The GMEF, Ghana’s VOPE gathered for a Made in Africa
evaluation event in November

African Evaluation Journal
The African Evaluation Journal (AEJ) had an excellent 2017! Starting at approximately
5000 downloads during its inception year 2013, AEJ has now been downloaded nearly
70 000 times. The journal is also boasting a revised cover design!

Social Impact Measurement edition on its way
AEJ is calling authors to submit articles for its special 2018 “Social Impact Measurement
in Africa” edition.
The social impact measurement theme is relevant given the need for better assessing
the financial and social return of impact investment, market-based solutions to poverty,
and innovative finance initiatives including social enterprises.
As this is a relatively new industry, any improvements in social impact measurement
performance is likely to foster learning among investors and benefit society.
•
•
•
•

Submit abstracts of max 500 words by January 19 2018
Outline scope and focus of paper, sources of information and evidence
used, as well as corresponding key findings and conclusions
Reflect relevance of the paper to the theme
Please submit to alynaw@genesis-analytics.com (All abstracts
submissions will go through a rigorous selection process)

Photo diary from ReLAC & IDEAS

AfrEA 2017 – a year of highlights all round
About this time a year ago, AfrEA was frantically reviewing abstracts in preparation for
the 8th AfrEA Conference that took place in Kampala in March 2017.
Although the conference marked one of the key achievements for the year, AfrEA
also celebrated other milestones such as the adoption of its Constitution, the launch of
a VOPE peer-to-peer learning project, several capacity building initiatives and
significant progress towards the institutionalisation of the AfrEA Secretariat.
Similarly, it has been a fruitful year for AfrEA’s key members, African evaluation
associations across the continent. It is particularly encouraging to witness the energy
coming from national governments and channeled towards national M&E systems.

From everyone at AfrEA, happy 2018! Thank you for
a great 2017. We look forward to more exciting
#AfricaEval initiatives this year.

Kenya holds 6th M&E week

Algeria establishes formal
evaluation network
The 6th Annual National M&E week of Kenya took
place in Mombasa County in November.
It brought together various national and regional
participants, including constituents from Uganda
and South Africa. The event’s theme Moving
Forward Agenda 2030: Monitoring and Evaluation
for SDGs in Achieving Country’s Development Results
was in line with the EvalPartners’ Global EvalVision
(2016-2017).
The vision is being promoted nationally, by the
Monitoring and Evaluation Department (MED) and
the Evaluation Society of Kenya (ESK).
ESK with academia made a presentation on
professionalisation and institutionalisation of M&E
in Kenya. As a way forward, ESK will spearhead
multi-stakeholder consultative efforts towards the
professionalisation of the discipline. Reference will
be made to international best practices including
AfrEA’s African Evaluation Guidelines (AEGs) that are
currently in review.

The Algerian Association for the Promotion of Development Evaluation
(EVAL DZ) has been registered at the Ministry of Interior of Algeria.
“This important decision is the outcome of intensive efforts made by the
EVAL DZ network members and especially its President, Mr. Mohamed
Bouchakour,” says former AfrEA member Djelloul Saci
Since its constitutive assembly more than a year ago, the Algerian
evaluation community has been waiting in anticipation for this news.
One of the main priorities for the newly established EVAL DZ is to build
fruitful relationships with international, regional and national evaluation
associations to exchange views, share experiences about evaluation and
keep abreast of the latest evaluation tools and methodologies.
The Association has expressed excitement in working with AfrEA and
benefit from existing wisdom and competencies.

4th Moroccan Evaluation week
The Moroccan Evaluation Association, lead by His Majesty the King
Mohammed VI held the 4th Moroccan Evaluation Week from 10 to 13
December.
Held at the Agronomic Institute and Veterinarian Hassan II, Madinat Al
Irfane in Rabat, the theme for the event was Evaluation, a Transformation
Engine of Development Policies. Photos in the next edition!

The International Development Evaluation Association (IDEAS)
with the UNDP’s Independent Evaluation Office launched
Evaluation for the Agenda 2030 – Providing Evidence on Progress
and Sustainability in Guanajuato, Mexico.
The book is written from the perspective of 38 evaluation experts globally and presents a variety
of topics including:
• how to take sustainability into account
• how to leave “no one behind” when evaluating sustainability
• what capacities and capabilities are needed to undertake these evaluations
• how this is taking shape in regions and incorporated into country-led evaluation systems
• whether the negative consequences of interventions are sufficiently taken into account
• whether evaluation of impact is sufficiently developed to tackle the growing demand for
evidence, including new initiatives and the increasing involvement of the private sector and
civil society as partners in development

